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— Diary of Jackie Zhou

Day 0-4/19-4/20 Travel

4/19: All families arrived on time and no one forgot their
passport! A little chaotic at the self-check in place as Delta
seemed to want everyone to do self check-in. After taking
group pictures and saying farewells, we headed toward the
security check and gate.

Flight from Boston to Detroit was delayed a bit but the spir-
it was high among the kids. The kids had such a fun time
while waiting to board, playing card games, sharing food,
reading books and even studying for AP! The boys took the
opportunity to pose creatively for the camera just to show
the parents that they were having a lot of fun.

Michael showed up in each of the group pictures for the
girls (photo bomb?) Finally we boarded the plane at
9:50am. We were lucky to be able to switch seats so every-
one was sitting together. Time to share the food again as
everyone seemed hungry. Isabella's grages, Ryan's beef
jerky and Yukun's M&Ms were a big hit. Now we just had to
sit tightly until we get to Detroit. The flight was a little
bumpy but the sky was really blue with pure white clouds
floating beneath the plane.

It worked out fine in the end as we had more than 30
minutes to run to the connecting flight in Detroit. We used a
divide-and-conquer strategy to get the kids boarded - some
getting food with Peter while some going through boarding
with Jackie. We were all sitting together on this flight too.
The flight was long but made short by the big selection of
movies, non-stop food and beverage supplies and nice con-
versations with each other. Most of us got some sleep dur-
ing the flight. Yukun however stayed awake the entire flight.
We all envied his energy.

Everything went smoothly, going through customs and con-
necting to the domestic flight to Nanchang. We took group
pictures at the immigration & customs without knowing
cameras were not allowed. Glad we didn't get into trouble
but just got a verbal warning by the security guard. Hewww!
We enjoyed some rest time with ice scream at the terminal
in Beijing. The flight to Nanchang was uneventful. When we
landed in Nanchang, we saw the six representatives sent by
YiZzhong waiting for us at the exit. The bus ride to YiZhong
was about 2 and half hours.

We arrived at YiZhong at last! It was just before midnight.
More school officials waited for us at the school to welcome
our arrival.

We were led to the dorm rooms where everything we need
were prepared for us.

Day 1 -4/21 Morning

We arrived in YiZhong at around midnight and got a few
hours of good sleep after quickly unpacking. The Dorms pro-
vided to us were very simple but nice and clean with bunk
beds, a living area and our own bathroom. Although the girls
are in a separate section from the boys, we are all in a con-
nected building which makes it convenient for us.

The school prepared everything we need including hot water
thermos, slippers, towels, soap and even hangers. The kids
had to get used to the bathroom but everyone was very
quick in getting a handle on how it works.

There was no need for alarm clock as the roosters woke us
all at around 5:30am. It was the first time in their lives to
hear roosters and some planned to tell their children about
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this experience in the future. The kids were all excited
about the first day. After a hearty breakfast of rice noodle
with eggs and tofu, we headed out to the classroom build-
ing where all were scheduled to make their presentations
and teach. Buddies paired up in the classroom as well.

Except for a few technical glitches, all went well and you
can feel the excitement in the air. Both our kids and the
students in YiZhong are curious about each other and ea-
ger to get to know one another. The teachers at YiZhong are
so supportive in giving our kids the platform to present,
exchange, and communicate. We are so proud how our kids
handled themselves in the classrooms. They were mature,
enthusiastic and engaging.

Day 1 - 4/21 Afternoon & Evening

After finishing 3 hours of classroom activities, we were
treated for a nice lunch by the Principal of YiZhong. We had
some free time between lunch and afternoon agendas but
the kids were too excited to take a nap. Instead, everyone
did a little bit more unpacking & organizing and played
cards. We huddled to talk about our morning experience
and lessons learned or what went well and what could be
improved so that future classes could be better. Everyone
was happy with their classes although each one was
unique. All of our kids instantly gained hundreds of admir-
ers in one morning.

One of the afternoon activities was paper cutting with Yi-
Zhong students who are part of the paper cutting club. We
were each paired up with a YiZhong student under the guid-
ance of the art teacher. The outcome was a deck of master-
pieces representing Chinese culture: dancers, snowflakes,
flowers, Cartoon characters, families. Our talented Isabelle
got everyone's ah has. It's going to be a challenge to pack
them, but we'll make sure that we bring these art pieces
back intact for all to admire.

We then had a session introducing Chinese calligraphy: its
history, different styles and meanings. Following the intro-
duction was a real practice using a special calligraphy pen
that simulates the brushes. The kids had a field day with
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that. Even though they got black ink all over their
hands, they seemed to be enjoying their very own piec-
es as it "represents their own characters". One of the
characters written by Michael earned great praise from
the teacher. It didn't matter that he didn't know the
character he was writing. They cheered when told that
they got to keep the pen. So be aware you might see
black ink at some unusual places in their luggage.

The kids were invited to watch the school champion-
ship basketball match which happened to be going on
this week. They went out despite the drizzling rain. With
some encouragement, a 3 to 3 basketball game was
put in place. Justin, Sam, Ryan, Brian, Savannah and
Michael took turns playing. As hard as our team tried,
the YiZzhong team won us by 22:8. Well, they had the
home court advantage. It was a lot of fun.

We had dinner at the dining hall. There were special
tables set for our group but the kids prefer to be sitting
at regular tables as the other students. All dishes were
specialties representing local favorites. The roasted
port dish "hong shao rou" disappeared in just a few
minutes. Everyone including Peter and | also enjoyed
the fresh bamboo shoot with shredded pork. | alone
consumed pretty much all of the sweet potato flower
chunk "hong shu fen kuai" dish, my childhood favorite.
(may be all these dishes could be in Chinese characters
instead of pinyin)

In the evening, we watched a video showing the history
of YiZhong to get to know more about the school. It was
a bit challenging for our kids to understand, but we got
the essence of it.

After a tiring and exciting day, the kids went to bed ear-
ly and all fell asleep before 9:00pm. They were shocked
to hear the school bells/music of the night study clas-
ses (zi xi ke) and felt lucky that they didn't have to go to
school to study at night. -

More to come ...
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TV 513
Single family House
Sale by Guner

~ Building: ~2000 SF/ 10 rooms
» Lot size: 5700 SF

——

—— | s
o Walk to Countryside Elementary school\

o Walk to Green D Line Newton Highland T Stop ;
= Next to Needham Street Shops

Contact Information: newtonhousesale@gmail.com N =N




