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Year end School Assembly Meeting Agenda
(2004-2005 Newton Chinese School Parent Council)

Item Organization Speaker Brief Description Time
1 Parent Council Li-Jun Ma Opening remark 2 min
2 School Board Xueming Wu End of school year report, 10 min

By law introduction
Comments, remarks

3 Principal Qionglin Zhou End of School year Report, 10 min
Graduation ceremony 30 min
4 Next Principal Hong Guo Next School year plan 10 min
5 Parents Interactive Questions & Answers 5 min
6 Everyone Li-Jun Ma Voting (bylaw) 2 min
7 Parent Council Xichun Liu PCC new members 5 min
8 performance 45 min
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SAT II Subject Tests: Why, Which, and When?
Yujuan YUN

Why would I take an SAT II subject test? How importance of SAT II subject tests in collage
applications? Which SAT II subject tests to take? When to take an SAT II subject test? ---if you are a
high school student or parents of high school students, you probably hear these topics many times and
are bothered by these types of questions when the time comes to you to have to think about it. Unlike
SAT I, which everyone has to take---no exception, you have your own options on SAT II tests. It is
good---because you have your own choice, but it is bad---you have to decide which one(s) to take. As a
SAT math teacher/tutor and the mother of a high school graduate, I would be glad to share my personal
experience with you, just for your reference.

As you may or may not know, the SAT II subject tests are created and administered by the College
Board and the Educational Testing Service (ETS). They serve as complements to the SAT I. These
one-hour tests examine your knowledge about particular subjects, such as math, physics, chemistry,
biology, history and the second languages.

There’s only one reason that you take an SAT II Subject Test: colleges want you to, and sometimes
require you to. Colleges care about SAT II Subject Tests for two related reasons. First, the tests
demonstrate your interest, knowledge, and skill in specific topics. Second, because SAT II tests are
standardized, they show how your skills in a specific subject (math, biology, history or others) measure
up to the skills of high school students nationwide. The grades you get in high school don’t offer such
a measurement to colleges: some high schools are more difficult than others, meaning that students of
equal ability might receive different grades. SAT II tests provide colleges with a yardstick against
which colleges can measure your, and every other applicant’s knowledge and skills easily. The tests
are the colleges’ tool. But because you know how colleges use the SAT II, you can make the tests your
own tool as well. This means that the SAT II tests provide you with an
excellent chance to shine. If you get a 750 on the SAT II Math IIC and
that other kid gets a 680, colleges will recognize the difference in your
scores.

SAT II tests are not the primary
or not to admit an applicant. High

tools that colleges use to decide whether
school GPA, extracurricular activities,
and SAT or ACT scores are all more important to colleges than your
scores on SAT II tests. If you take AP tests, those scores will also be more
important to colleges than your SAT II scores. But because SAT II tests provide colleges with such a
convenient measurement tool, they are an important part of your application to college. Good SAT I
scores can give your application the boost that moves you from the maybe pile into the accepted
pile.

College Board offers a lot of SAT II subject tests (more than 20), which tests should you take? Many
students have this question. Actually based on the collages you are interested in and your own
situation, you can divide all SAT II subject tests to three different types: those you must take, those
you should take, and those you shouldn’t take. The SAT II tests you must take are those that are
required by the colleges you are interested in. The SAT II tests you should take are tests that aren’t
required but that you’ll do well on, thereby impressing the colleges looking at your application. You
shouldn’t take the SAT II tests that aren’t required and that cover a subject you don’t feel confident
about. To find out if the colleges to which you are applying require that you take a particular SAT II
test, you’ll need to do a bit of research. Call the schools you’re interested in, look at college web site,
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or talk to your guidance counselor. It’s a good idea to take three SAT II tests that cover a range of
subjects, such as one math SAT II, one humanities SAT II (Histories or languages), and one science
SAT II (physics, chemistry, or biology). But there’s no real reason to take more than three SAT II tests
although many students accepted by top colleges took five, even eight. Once you’ve taken the SAT 11
tests you need to take, the best way to set yourself apart from other students is to take AP courses and
tests. AP tests are harder than the SAT II tests, and as a result they carry quite a bit more distinction.
SAT II tests give you the opportunity to show colleges that you can learn and do well when you need
to. Taking AP tests shows colleges that you want to learn as much as you can.

The best time to take a SAT II Subject Test such as math, physics, chemistry, biology or history is
right after you’ve finished a year-long course in that subject. If, for example, you’ve finished extensive
courses on algebra, geometry and trigonometry by the eleventh grade, then you should take the Math
IIC test near the end of that year when the subject is still fresh in your mind. This rule does not apply
for literature and foreign language SAT II tests. It’s best to take those after you’ve had as much study
in the area as possible. Unless the colleges to which you are applying use the SAT II for placement
purposes, there is no point in taking any SAT II tests after November of your senior year, since you
won’t get your scores back from ETS until after college application deadlines have passed. Collage
Board usually sets testing dates for SAT II Subject Tests in October, November, December, January,
May, and June. However, not every subject test is administered in each of these months. To check
when the test you want to take is being offered, visit the College Board website at
www.collegeboard.com.

Any questions, please feel free to contact me via email (yjyun917@yahoo.com) or phone (617-325-
9864)
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Kristina Lee Education Fund

It is with deep regret that we inform you that Mrs. Janet Xu-Lee, the mother of our daughters’ friend,
passed away on May 18 after a long struggle against cancer. She remained lucid and concerned for her
daughter, Kristina, up until the end. Her greatest worry was for Kristina’s education as her long illness
and death placed the family in major hardship. To allow Janet to rest in peace we have established the
“Kristina Lee Education Fund” to ensure that she enjoys the opportunities that a full education will
bring. Any contribution will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you!

All contributions should be sent to the “Kristina Lee Education Fund”.

Account number: 298714108
Mail to:

Winchester Savings Bank
661 Main Street
Winchester MA 01890

Contact person: Ms. Nancy Pizzo
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Yuci Ma D.M.D, M.D.S. Specialist in Orthodontics

I,
(5

A Chinese Grocery store in Newton ! E : :

Corner will be opened soon (early of 2 } 'J %ﬁ\ ‘\E % %
June). Please come to check it out. www_bracesatlexington.com
447 Centre St. Newton, MA 02458 :
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TEL:781-860-7997
57 Bedford St,Suite 120 Lexington.MA 02420

Summer SAT I/II MATH Classes

(Teaching by 5 £%5, NCLS SAT I Math Teacher) T WD IR P e R L 4F
Classes: ﬁﬁé,n S TA%' % #&&iﬁﬁ

e SAT Imath class (8" and above graders, 3-5

students)
e SAT I math II C class (10th and 11th graders, 3-5 ) . .
students) Ellen's Piano Studio
e  Math competition class (8th and above graders, 3-5 781 '861 '2934
students)

Time: start on 6/26/05. Twice a week for 7 weeks
Location: Boston, MA
Teacher's Qualifications:

e  Current teacher in SAT I math class at Newton
Chinese School

e  Four years of private SAT I/Il math and math
competition tutoring experience.

e  Many years of high school and college
math/physics teaching experience in China

e  Teaching in English
Contact: vivun2003@yahoo.com
or 617-325-9864
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Family One Mortgage, LLC

Residential & Commercial
Your Neighborhood Broker in West Newton
225 Riverview Ave, Suite 101, Newton, MA 02466
MA Mortgage Broker License MB3265

Telephone: 617-243-3900 "
Maria Tang

Best Service
Cell 617-590-2820
BeSt Rates Ranked 8th Nationally
Fast Approval 2003 Mortgage Originator Magazine

o "Your are referred to me by many of my friends. They
1.25% Pay 0pt|on — OK all said you are honest, efficient, and offering the

No Money Down — OK best deals. After I closed my mortgage with you, I
No Job History — 0K now say the same thing.”  — Mr. Lu, Customer

- - _ "I am very satisfied with your service.”
No C_redlt Hl_story OK g p—
Fore_lgn _Re5|dents — OK "WOW! You guys are great. I am going to refer more
Closing in 1 Week — OK customers to you.” — Beverley, Realtor

Selling or buying houses in good school
towns, please come to:

~ Good School Realty, Inc.

1-888-430-5900
www.GoodSchoolRealty.com

Frank Chen Charlie Chou

Philip Yang Catherina Chen Nancy Zhang Stone Chen Peter Huang

20



