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The Purpose of Education at Harvard University

a lecture delivered at Xinghai Conservatory of Music on June 8, 2004

Lei LIANG
(Harvard University, Music Department, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA)

the 20" century, especially during
traditional culture was disrupted
may be called a “Cultural Ground
the ruins of destruction not only
also culturally and spiritually. The

Abstract: In the violent chapters of
the Cultural Revolution, the Chinese
and largely discontinued. The result
Zero.” China needs to recover from

—

economically and politically, but

author sees a great danger in today’s &), Chinese education reform that
standard of higher education for

unqualified graduates. In this

compromises the quality and
the sake of mass producing
article, the author presents his personal view of the American liberal education represented by Harvard
University. He advocates the equal importance of “intellectual freedom” and “political freedom.” A
liberal education should avoid subjective, over-simplifying, extremist, irrational “nationalism” and

blind “patriotisms,” since a modern democratic society needs analytical, rational citizens who are
concerned with the welfare of mankind.
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It was on a cold winter
piling up everywhere. That day,
handed me my first instrument,

nor had I ever seen one. Yet,
thought of it as my first high-

day in Ohio, and outside snow was
when I was six years old, my mother
a violin. I had never heard of a violin,
the instrument interested me, and I
tech toy.

Playing the violin wasn’t easy. “You sound awful,” my
mother would say. It seemed that the more I played, the worse it
sounded. Soon, I began hating my violin. It became a burden, a
daily task. Years passed, and I made progress, impressing dozens of adults who were amazed by a little
boy playing such a difficult instrument. I loved performing, because it was a chance to show off, and I
would be rewarded with much praise and attention afterward. I played violin to heap the acclaims, yet |
didn’t love the violin itself, nor did I enjoy the music. Although I loved performing, I would often

forget” to practice. I dreaded seeing my teacher, because I knew that every week I would be scolded.

It wasn’t until six years ago that I met a man who had a great impact on my life. His name was
George Manxman, a professional violinist for the BSO. He had agreed to take me as a student.

At the start of my lesson, George asked me, “What would you like to play, Luke?” I was
surprised at this question. I had never explored what I had wanted to play; it had always been that
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teachers would force me to play pieces that were indifferent to. I honestly replied that I didn’t know.
George was in disbelief, and I guess he knew what was wrong with me. “Luke, why do you play
violin?” Again, I replied that I didn’t know. Although he tried to hide it, I could see the disappointment
in his eyes. “Okay,” he said. “Show me what you have been learning.”

George inspired me like no one else ever could. Instead of sitting around and directing in the
monotonous tone of my other teachers, George would do whatever he could to get me inspired. He
would crack jokes, dance, and clap his hands while acting. He would also go over the hour I paid for,
and wouldn’t stop teaching until I told him that he was well over the allotted time. He would reply that
money was a small issue. He played violin and taught violin because he loved music, and he was trying
to put that passion into me.

I went home and practiced hours each day, at first because I didn’t want to disappoint him.
Pretty soon, I began making rapid progress. More importantly, however, I began to love playing the
instrument, especially pieces that I chose myself. I remember when I was learning Czardas by Monti,
George explained that there must be “gypsy fire”, and that [ needed to produce the deepest and richest
tone possible. It soon became my favorite piece. I understood the emotions, the cadences, the flow of
rhythms and the passions and feelings it evoked. Gradually, George didn’t need to analyze pieces for
me because I could do it myself. Each piece I played through my heart, and every time I picked up the
violin I would lose myself from the world around me, absorbed in the dynamics, tones, and feelings of
my music.

Music became my love. Every moment that I would spend in front of the TV would now be
spent in front of scores. Hoping to broaden my exposure to symphonies and operas, I auditioned for as
many orchestras as I could. When I was accepted into the New England Conservatory Youth
Symphony, Harvard Summer School Orchestra, and the Massachusetts All-State Orchestra, I was
overjoyed and explained to my teacher how lucky I was to have gained admission. George, however,
just smiled. “I always knew you could do it, Luke. It was just a matter of passion.”

This past August, George left for Shanghai, China, where he took a new job as a music
composer for the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra. Before he left, he told me that he hoped I would
continue to progress in music, and that he thought I would become a great violinist if I continued
studying. Although George is now gone, his knowledge and inspiration is still with me. My love,
appreciation, and understanding of violin and music would never have been possible if it had not been
for him.
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SAT Math Preparation for May/June 2006 Test

Location: Lexington
Initial Diagnostic Test

Class Schedule
Saturday 28-Jan  3:45-5:45pm Saturday 11-Mar  3:45-5:45pm
Saturday 4-Feb  3:45-5:45pm Saturday 25-Mar  3:45-5:45pm
Saturday 11-Feb  3:45-5:45pm Saturday 1-Apr  3:45-5:45pm
Saturday 18-Feb  3:45-5:45pm Saturday 8-Apr  3:45-5:45pm
Saturday 4-Mar  3:45-5:45pm Saturday 15-Apr  3:45-5:45pm

Three full practice tests
Homework: 2-3 hours per session

Register or questions by e-mail: yamingwu@yahoo.com
Or call 857-891-4305

Boston’s Best Academic School
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Don't just find a job.

Start your own business
with Prudential.

Attend our Career Information Seminar to
learn more about . . .

... having the opportunity to run
your own business

... representing one of the most recognized
companies in the U.5.

... having excellent earnings potential

Hosted by:
Mewton Chinese Language School

Sponsored by: Prudential Financial
When: 2:15-3:15pm & 3:45-4:45pm * January 22nd, 2006
Whare: 3rd floor Clasmom, Mewton Chinese Language School

seating is limited, so contact us today to resenve your place.
[t could be your first step toward a career where you can
make a difference.

Phone: 617-877-5898

E-mail: hong.xue@prudential.com

Far more infarmation:
Hong Xue, Manager, Financial Services at 617-877-5898

Prudential @ Financial
Growing and Pratecting Your Wealth®

Positions to ba disoesed a tha Cancer Information Semnar are with Tha Prudential reurance Company of
Amorica, Nowark, K, an Ecud Dpportunity Employer: IF5-AETIA Ed. 072004
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