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I believe teaching students the PC skill of Chinese input writing is a very important part of
the 9th grade curriculum. In August, at the teachers' meeting to prepare for the new school year,
Vice Principal Li Ping also brought up this issue to the teachers, i.e. having the students learn this
skill. The College Board's Chinese AP test is based on the Microsoft Chinese Language program,
particularly the Chinese input programs for the test.

During the Labor Day weekend, I prepared my teaching method for this skill. I have a
houseguest, Jin Guo Xin, who was working in Qing Hua University's telecommunication center
and just arrived in the U.S. on August 27 this year and is temporarily living in my house. He is a
new graduate student of Northeastern University, Electrical Engineering department, Ph.D.
candidate. I asked Mr. Jin to help me teach my students this skill. Both of us got together and
did the class preparation on our PCs.

I did a survey of my students' skill levels as well as their PC capabilities. I called every
student's parents on Labor Day, and asked about their family's PC software set-up and the parents'
and child's computer skills in terms of capability of Chinese input. I explained the importance of
mastering this skill and my expectations for the class.

The following week, during the first class, Mr. Jin and I taught my class students how to
locate the Microsoft Chinese Language program and how to use it to input Chinese. Many
students brought their laptops to the class. Mr. Jin gave the demo to the whole class, and then
individually helped each student one by one until all of them got the Microsoft Chinese Language
program on their screen and became proficient in Chinese input. Some parents also came to the
classroom and learned this skill.

I also left my house phone to students and their parents in case they needed further
help. After the first class, I got three phone calls from the parents, and Jin Guo Xin patiently
helped them troubleshoot their problems at home.

After the first class, I sent an email to inform all parents and students that it is required that
the midterm essay must be written with the Microsoft Chinese software. Students need to turn in
both the Microsoft file and the paper copy to me on midterm exam day or the day before; they
must email me the file and bring the paper copy to the classroom on exam day.

I gave students and parents plenty of time to get ready, since I want to use this exam as a
vehicle to push them to practice this skill and become proficient at it. &

Editor’s note:  Many parents said verbally or by email that they appreciate that the Chinese
School teaches this skill because they, themselves do not know this skill and
cannot teach their children. Here is one email from a parent of Wei Jian’s student:

Dear Wei Jian:

Thanks, it is very nice and a good start for students. I really appreciate that you
did this during the first class.

Best regards,
Hao (Jennifer) Chen
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SAT II: X

o Fr4> (SAT 11 h3z. SAT Verbal #i)

NCLS is offering a class on SAT II: Chinese again this year. The following information may
help students and their parents decide whether the course is appropriate for the students.

WHAT IS SAT 11: CHINESE?

SAT II: Chinese is one of many SAT II: Subject tests taken by college applicants, formerly
known as the College Board Achievement Tests. It is a one-hour test with about 20 minutes of
listening and 40 minutes of usage and reading. The test has a variety of questions that require a
wide-ranging knowledge of the Chinese language. It measures students’ understanding of
Mandarin Chinese and their ability to communicate in the context of contemporary Chinese
culture. The questions on the test are written to reflect general trends in high school curricula and
are independent of the particular textbooks or methods of instruction. The test is appropriate for
students who have studied Mandarin Chinese as a second or foreign language for two, three, or
four years in high school or the equivalent.

WHAT DOES THE SAT Il: CHINESE COURSE DO?

The course helps students prepare for the test. It helps students improve their Chinese proficiency
and helps them perform better on the Test. Specifically, it
1. Provides information on the Test
2. Provides advice and guidance on preparing for the Test,
3. Provides practice on the real tests
4. Provides invaluable test-taking strategies to help students perform at their best on the
Test.
5. Helps students develop and improve their Chinese language skills measured by the Test:
listening comprehension, usage and reading comprehension.
While this is a special course to help students prepare for the SAT II: Chinese subject test, it is
also a course that helps students review and improve their Chinese in general.

WHY IS NCLS OFFERING THE SAT 11: CHINESE COURSE?

While colleges do not require SAT II: Chinese as an admission requirement, a good score on
SAT II: Chinese would give the student an advanced placement in Chinese, exempt the student
from some or all of the language requirements, and may give the student accelerated course
credits. There are many students at NCLS who have the potential to do well on the SAT II:
Chinese subject test. The SAT II: Chinese course will help these students improve their scores
on the test and achieve their potential. The course helps students review and maintain what they
have already achieved in Chinese; it also helps them develop and improve systematically their
language skills as measured by the Test.

WHO SHOULD TAKE THE SAT I1: CHINESE COURSE?

High school students who have completed their 10" year Chinese at NCLS or have achieved the
equivalent.

WHO TEACHES THE COURSE?
Mingquan Wang, Chinese Language Coordinator at Tufts University, is the instructor for the
course. «

2% NCLS Journal ~ 10/2007 8 www.newtonchineseschool.org
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Chinese with
Listening

one-hour suhbject test

Special Information

¢ offered only in November at designated test centers
o You must bring an acceptable CD player with
earphones. See page 5.

Purpose

o measure understanding of Mandarin Chinese in the
context of contemporary Chinese culture

Format

¢ 20 minutes of listening and 40 minutes of usage and
reading

s 85 multiple-choice questions in three sections:
Listening Comprehension: These questions test
the ability to understand the spoken language and
are based on short, spoken dialogues and narratives
primarily about everyday topics. There are two
ditferent kinds of listening comprehension questions:
{A) a spoken statement, question, or exchange,
tollowed by a choice of three possible responses (also
spoken); (B) a spoken dialogue or monologue with a
printed question or questions (in English) about what
was said.

Usage: These questions ask you to select the answer
that best completes a Chinese sentence in a way
that is structurally and logically correct. Questions
are written to reflect instructional practices of the
curriculum. This section of the test is therefore
presented in four columns across two pages of the
test book to allow each question and its answer
choices to be shown in four different ways of
representing Chinese: traditional and simplified
Chinese characters on the left page, and phonetic
transcriptions in Pinyin romanization and the

%14E  NCLS Journal — 10/2007

Chinese phonetic alphabet (Bopomoto) on the right
page. You should choose the writing form you are
most familiar with and read only from that column.

Reading Comprehension: Reading comprehension
questions test vour understanding of such points as
main and supporting ideas, themes, and the setting of
passages. Some of the passages are based on real-life
materials such as timetables, forms, advertisements,
notes, letters, diaries, and newspaper articles.

All passages are written in both traditional and
simplified Chinese characters. Most questions deal
with understanding of literal meaning although some
inference questions may be included. All reading
comprehension questions are in English.

Recommended Preparation

e study of Chinese as a second language for two to four
vears in high school, or the equivalent

s gradual development of competence in Chinese over a
period of years

s review of sample listening questions by accessing
listening files at www.collegeboard.com or using the
practice CD available trom yvour school counselor

Score

s Total score: 200-to—800 scale
e Listening, usage, and reading subscores: 20—to—80
scale

CONTENT e st
Skills Measured

Listening comprehension 33
Usage 33
Reading comprehension 33

www.newtonchineseschool.org



Sample Listening Questions

All questions in the test are multiple-choice. You must
choose the BEST response from the three or four choices
offered for each question.

When the test is administered, all spoken Chinese will be
presented by CD playback. All text appearing here in
square brackets [ ] is spoken.

Part A

(Narrator): [Directions: [11 this part of the test you
will hear short questions, statements, or commands in
Mandarin Chinese, followed by three responses in
Mandarin Chinese, designated (A), (B), and (C). You
will hear the questions or statements, as well as the
responses, just one time, and they are not printed in
vour test booklet. Therefore you must listen very
caretully. Select the best response and fill in the
corresponding ¢ircle on your answer sheet.

Question 1

(Narrator) [ Number 1,

(Man) SRARERH?
{Woman) (A) HKBF > H#o
(B) ZEMRTAT -
(C) 7TH A% o ] (5seconds)
Question 2

(Narrator) [ Mumber 2,

{Man) HELHRBRET,
{(Woman) (A) #*E 1o

(B) K%
(C) #4374 ] (5seconds)

Question 3

(Narrator] [ Number 3.

{Man) BEAETRLAR?
(Woman) -‘F'ﬁ-s {’L‘_’F-‘l'fﬁo
{(Man) (A) $AT?
(B) % Fa4?
(C) 37 %7 ] (5seconds)
%14E  NCLS Journal — 10/2007
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Question 4

(Narrator) [ Number 4.

(Woman) £ A X RFMABEIRARE?
{(Man) B E. RFRTE?
(Woman) (A) $M¥FmsFE L.
(B) BEHEFRTH.
(C) d# F A% T ] (5seconds)
Part B

{Narrator): [Directions: You will now hear a series of
short selections. You will hear them only once and
they are not printed in your test baolklet. After each
selection, you will be asked to answer one or more
questions about what you have just heard. These
questions, each with four possible answers, are printed
in vour test booklet. Select the best answer to each
question from among the four choices given and fill in
the corresponding circle on your answer sheet. You
will have 15 seconds to answer each question. |

Questions 5-6

{Narrator) [ Questions & and 6. Listen to find out what the
woman will do next summer,

(Woman) ki@ %57

{Man) kd, TRAAFLARKD A TH
EL S LR R

(Woman) WFE R, KRAGALZR XM, o
AR L.

(Narrator) Now answer questions 5 and 6. ] {30 seconds)

5. Where will the woman spend the summer
next year?

In China.

In Japan.

In Hong Kong.

In the United States.

6. What will the woman do?

Ay Visit friends.
By Gotoschool.
C) Look for a job.
L

(
(
(
(D) Travel abroad.

www.newtonchineseschool.org



Question 7

{Narrator) | Question 7. Listen to find out what the

tour guide is telling the group of tourists.

(Woman) #HAKEE: LEMEHT, RAZXTE
EE XL
(Narrator) Now answer question 7. | (15 seconds)
7. What will the tourists most likely do after the

announcement?

(A) Claim their luggage.
(B) Go shopping.

(C) Call a taxi.

(D) Leave the art musenm.

Sample Reading Questions

Questions 8-9

¥

FRIFITESRNKR AT
SRABER LR o FHIFRAGR -

PN

£E:

PRI TRIERRMART -
SRABER LR < FHRFAAR -

/NER

Sk

This note tells us that

{A) Wangis a teacher and Li is a student.
{B) Wangis a teacher and Chen 1s a student.
(C) Wangand Li are both teachers.

(D) Liand Chen are both students.

Who called in sick?
(A) Wang

(B Chen

(C) Lin

(D) Li

NCLS Journal 10/ 2007 11
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Questions 10-11

M MzEATMARA
Hifi 0 BEWIRERS P
LAGT 8138 I E X8 & A8
i RIEER - NS EARTR
HEABTHHZHM » &2
B—~ 2~ - B SN
AR - T - BEEK -

T HMELAFTMARE
B2 HEHREHE  fir
AR I K R E S
T RPENL « BRSESATH
HEANAZTHZE » F&E
B— = IO~ FH RN
AR 2040 ~ Bl - R FW-

This advertisement is announcing a
temporary offer of

(A) additional destinations

(B lower fares

(C) special discounts

(D) additional flights

When does this offer become effective?
(A) August 20

(B} June L5

(C) April 5

(D) February |

www.newtonchineseschool.org



Sample Usage Questions

Directions: This section consists of a number of incomplete statements, each of which has four possible completions.
Select the word or phrase that best completes the sentence structurally and logically and fill in the corresponding circle on
vour answer sheet.

This section of the test is presented in four columns across two pages to allow each item to be shown in four different ways
of representing Chinese: traditional characters, simplified characters, pinyin romanization, and the Chinese phonetic
alphabet (Bopomoto). TO SAVE TIME, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU CHOOSE THE WRITING FORM WITH
WHICH YOU ARE MOST FAMILIAR AND READ ONLY FROM THAT COLUMN AS YOU WORK THROUGH THIS
SECTION OF THE TEST.

2. ZFRIEBEHRES. 12, R ER X LY,

14 9 k ?
(A) "M (A) M
(B) K (B) &
(C) w=m (C) "&

(D) & (D) %

13, fE48 R uet 13, B A EvL
iE AL £ i AFFERI Ko
A) (a) #

(B) %% (B) it
(C) % (C) #
(D) AR (D) A

14. £FFEAEE, 4, HKIFTHHEKE S,

— RRTIRFT S rwFFHE S
ER ... TR

(A) HeHk . TR (A)

(B) B ... FFRA (B BA ... FF vA
(C) BRA ... .3 (C) K ... 3%
(D) R .4 (D) WA ...

15 EMAREEETIRE, 15 EHEARBLARKE,

(A) FEHMR (A) A HATAL
(B) 4E76 L4 (B) #IILTE
(ORFEX 3-F (C) AR 0 JLAR
(D) " A8 7<% (D) FRILERTRE

Z1E  NCLS Journal  10/2007 12 www.newtonchineseschool.org
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5 B

12. W& hén xihuan zhei bl didnying. 12 Sviv v 3 R0 2 3 2v,
Ni___? L
(A) a (A) ¥
(B) ma (B) ?
(C) ba © 3
(D) ne (D) £
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The estimated difficulty on a scale of 1to b, with
| the easiest and & the most difficult, is in parentheses.
1. C(2) 5. D(3) 9. D(3) 13. B(2)
2. A(2) 6. B(4) 10. D(5) 14. A(3)
3. B(1) 7. B(3) 11. B (4) 15. D (4)
4. C(3) 8 C(4) 12. D(1)
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Subleasing 2-bdr apartment
Steps to T Stop (D-line)

NEWTON - Subleasing above ground levelffirst level
two-bedroom unit for $1400/month, from 10/29/2007
to 7/31/2008 for nine months, optional to renew the
lease afterwards.

INCLUDES HEAT AND HOT WATER. LEAD FREE.
Open parking.

Directly across from the Riverside Green Line T Stop
(D-line), 3 minutes walk to the T.

An easy stroll to the William elementary school, a
short drive to Newton Chinese school.

Has hardwood floors, oak cabinet kitchens, and
neutral ceramic tile bath.

Includes air conditioning in both bedrooms and living
room

Self-cleaning oven, frost-free refrigerator,
dishwasher, disposal.

NO PETS. Storage and coin-op laundry.

Also accessible to Rt. 95 (128) N& S, Rt. 90 E & W
(Mass Pike), Commuter Rail.

The two-bedroom unit is 775 sq. ft.

This property is located near Boston, Watertown,
Belmont, and surrounding areas.

If you are interested, please call (617) 965-2858 or
Email: yangliug@yahoo.com
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