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TEEE
NCLS Support Education Plan (Year 2008)

Dear Parents and Teachers:

Following last year's NCLS support education plan, we are currently planning this year's
project. This plan has two meaningful purposes. One is to create opportunities for our students to
experience Chinese middle school learning and living environment, practice their Chinese skills
and make friends. The other purpose is to financially support students in economically
disadvantaged areas in China, allowing them to carry on and finish their high school education.

Last year we had 8 NCLS students participating in this plan. They went to Da Qiao Middle
School in SiChuan Province during April school vacation in 2007 and had great experience. You
can find all the related articles on our school website.

This year we will go to Chang Jiang Middle School in JiangXi Province during April
vacation time in 2008. If you are interested in having your children participate in this year's
project, you can send e-mails to Wu Xiao Yun or Chen Hui or He Rui Ping at
xwz_99@yahoo.com or shcchen@gmail.com or ruiping_he@hotmail.com.

We will run school wide fund raising activities for this plan during March and April
timeframe. More details on fund raising will follow soon. The Board and the working group
welcome your good suggestions and ideas. For fund raising activities, please send e-mail to Guo
Hong, Sun Jing and Li Shaona at hguo@psivida.com, jing_sun01@yahoo.com and
shaonal@yahoo.com.

If you have any question on this plan or if you would like to join the working group, please
send e-mails to Wang Weidong or Zhou Qionglin at weidong@yahoo.com or
Qiong666@hotmail.com.

Like all the meaningful activities at NCLS, your support, help and participation are very
important to make them successful.

Thanks!
NCLS School Board
Support Education Plan Working Group

Fund Raise Activities for the NCLS Support Education Plan

Dear Parents and Teachers;

As you know, NCLS support education plan 2008 project is currently running. As we
mentioned in the previous e-mail, this plan has two meaningful purposes. One is to create
opportunities for our students to experience Chinese middle school learning and living
environment, practice their Chinese skills and make friends. The other purpose is to financially
support students in economically disadvantaged areas in China, allowing them to carry on and
finish their high school education.

To support this project, two fund raise activities are going to take place in March. One of
them is a talent show on March 15" 2008. The other one is dance party on March 22" 2008. For
more details, please see the flyers in this issue of the school journal.

Both activities will need a lot of your help, support and participation. To help, support and
participate in fund raise activities is a very important part in children’s education. We hope to see
many of you!

Thanks,
NCLS Board
Support Education Plan Working Group
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HRIX

If I Were the Principal of NCLS

*Alice Xiao (Hi#e¥, LELHFI2AE, 12 %)

Chinese school is not only for learning Chinese, but also for learning Chinese culture.
If I were the principal of the Newton Chinese Language School, I would get students
more interested in China, and then teach them Chinese and more about Chinese culture.

Learning Chinese is the most important thing. To learn a culture, it would help if you
knew the language first. I would make the Chinese classes more fun and more interesting.
Classes should have discussions in Chinese or fun Chinese activities. Students should be
more involved in class, and be more active. Many students just sit in class and listen to a
teacher, and I think everyone would learn much more if they participated in more
interesting classes.

Chinese culture is very important too. After learning Chinese, you can learn about
China’s history and China’s traditions. I think that when a Chinese holiday is coming,
classes should learn more about the holiday and celebrate it. Also, there could be extra
classes about Chinese history, culture, or current events in China for a second class.
Classes could discuss current events in China and share their opinions. Or, in a history
class, students could learn about different dynasties. In culture classes, students could
read and learn about Chinese poems and books.

I also would hold more community projects for Chinese culture and get everyone
involved in them. I think that Chinese school would be a great place to learn Chinese and
about China’s culture. Students, parents, and teachers could all participate. If I were the
principal of the Chinese school, I would make classes more interesting and teach more
about Chinese culture. &%

The Good and Bad About NCLS

*Rebecca Ju (FI&SR, TAFRFHPE2AE, 9 %)

I think that learning Chinese is very important. I believe that being able to speak the
language of your native land is extremely important. As more and more generations of
American born children with Chinese background don’t speak their native language
anymore, the whole American/Chinese community may be lost. But learning Chinese
should be fun and interesting.

Some teachers, like 5Kz, my 4t grade teacher, make learning fun, while still
following the book. Using jeopardy and bingo games, she helped my classmates and 1
memorize many characters and encouraged us with small, useful, inexpensive prizes like
mini calendars, pencil grips, pencil sharpeners, and many other things. My other teachers
were also very wonderful. My current 5™ grade teacher, kI3, encourages us to take
notes, which helps me study and improve my quiz and test grades. I think that the other
teachers should play educational games and encourage their student in these ways too.

Many of my classmates complain about the homework that we are given each week. I
also do it as if it were a chore. It isn’t fun or interesting at all. I feel that the [paper]
homework should be more fun and be more exciting, like some “put the pictures in the
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right order” cartoon games, or “write a fantasy story using these words” for a short story
instead of some boring “write about your weekend” one.

Also, many things happen at our school that wouldn't normally happen at an English
school. For example, I have seen students in the halls playing video games when they
were supposed to be in class. And during break, there usually students running around
disrupting other classes. So the NCLS should have a more stable staff and board to ensure
that students report to their classrooms.

I personally think that the “no eating in the classroom and halls” rule is unfair to the
classes in the upper floors. If the students want to eat a snack they have to walk all the
way downstairs to the cafeteria and back, which takes basically all of their break time. As
long as they clean up their crumbs, students should be able to eat outside of the cafeteria.

That is what I think is good or bad about the Newton Chinese Language School. &

If I Were Principal of " ,
the NCLS A EE LB

L. A S B kR i
oDan Wang (b 292k, 129 | L T4 - L _{,.....f;...j e "
1, A4 a4y A FE

If I were principal of the NCLS, I
would negotiate with F.A. Day to give
us more freedom with the school. We
aren’t allowed to use the televisions in T S
the classrooms and we can’t change [ #F/&FLma AT
the positions of the desks. Even if they
increased the price for rent, the extra BTy J

s =T RS fma 7T
freedpm wquld provide a far better || ik 8 — N, it R LT ;{3-;}—
learning environment. §i. AT h L

I would also talk to the Newton '
police department about the penalties
for parking in technically illegal spots.
With hundreds of cars swarming
around the school, it is simply &
impractical for the teachers to find a FEAEAS, P L EAEHS J’
place to park and carry their bags to AR ARAE, A RN, RART T g L
their classrooms. 205, bTHEE

As a final change, I would have the editori@newtonchineseschool.org,
teacher assistants do more than just
secretarial tasks. &
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